The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Habakkuk 1:12—2:4, 9-14

Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? we shall
not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God,
thou hast established them for correction. Thou art of purer eyes than to
behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them
that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the
man that is more righteous than he? And makest men as the fishes of the sea,
as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them? They take up all of them
with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag:
therefore they rejoice and are glad. Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and
burn incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their
meat plenteous. Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually
to slay the nations? I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower,
and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when
I am reproved. And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet
for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry,
wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which
is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. Woe to him
that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on
high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil! Thou hast consulted
shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy
soul. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber
shall answer it. Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a
city by iniquity! Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the people shall
labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very vanity?
For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as
the waters cover the sea.

Psalm 113:1-8 BCP 484

V. Praise the Lord, ye servants; * O praise the Name of the LORD,

R. Blessed be the Name of the LORD * from this time forth for evermore.

V. The LORD’s Name is praised * from the rising up of the sun unto the
going down of the same.

R. The LORD is high above all nations, * and his glory above the heavens.

V. Who is like unto the LORD our God, that hath his dwelling so high, *
and yet humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven and earth!

R. He taketh up the simple out of the dust, * and lifteth the poor out of the
mire;

V. That he may set him with the princes, * even with the princes of his
people.

R. He maketh the barren woman to keep house, * and to be a joyful
mother of children.

Colossians 3:12-17 BCP 116

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on
charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in
your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by
him.

St. Matthew 13:24-30 BCP 116

The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in
his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the
wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder
came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from
whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he
said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest [ will
say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
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