The First Sunday after Christmas Day

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before
thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the
spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every battle of
the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall
be with burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

Psalm 145:14-21 BCP 520

V. The LORD upholdeth all such as fall, * and lifteth up all those that are
down.

R. The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord; * and thou givest them their
meat in due season.

V. Thou openest thine hand, * and fillest all things living with
plenteousness.

R. The LORD is righteous in all his ways, * and holy in all his works.

V. The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him; * yea, all such as
call upon him faithfully.

R. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him; * he also will hear their
cry, and will help them.

V. The LORD preserveth all them that love him; * but scattereth abroad
all the ungodly.

R. My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; * and let all flesh give
thanks unto his holy Name for ever and ever.

Galatians 4:1-7 BCP 104

Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a
servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the
time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in
bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fullness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

St. Matthew 1:18-25 BCP 104

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of
the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing
to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily. But
while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESuS: for he shall
save his people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph being
raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto
him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son:
and he called his name JESUS.
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